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worlds of philosophy, science, and history, but in
that of the inner world, shadowed and symbolised
by these.

It is plain that the material out of which this
symbolism has to be built may be altogether too
poor and narrow for the adequate expression of the
selective self-embodying spirit, even as the earliest
life-forms are inadequately expressive of the spirit
and life as revealed in man. The world as presented
in the mortal mind of Christ, in his remembered
experiences, in his understanding, in his inherited
language and tradition, was of necessity immeasur-
ably too poor a theatre for the full play of that
Divine Spirit which strove to utter itself through him,
and goes on further revealing itself in Christianity,
in the spiritual posterity of Christ. We need not
wonder at any unclearness, or want of explicitness,
on his part, as to the ultimate consequences and
implications of the spirit by which he was con-
trolled; or at the evident progress of unfolding
during his life-time and that of the infant Church.
Paul was seemingly the first to grasp the essentially
" universalistic " character of Christianity; yet even
he did not see, as we now see, how e.g. the institution
of slavery is repugnant to the Gospel-spirit. It was
not only because, at the time, his disciples could not
bear the "many things" he had yet to say to them
that our Lord was silent, but also because he knew
not how to say them; because they were, as yet,
inexplicably wrapt up in what he was. Yet it is he
who has said all that has since been said. Else I
should have to say that I had mistaken the musings
of a Philonist for the words that are " spirit and life " ;
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